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to said user, said utilization permit key [comprising] being at least one of a display p^jznit key, 
an edit permit key, a storage permit key, a copy permit key, and a transfer permjHcey ; [and under 
management of a copyright control program,] 

decrypting said encrypted digital data inttf decrypted digh?rtiata[, and performing at least 
one of the steps of:] using the crvpt key; 

[when said user displays sajfl'ae^qypted digit^clata,] displaying said decrypted digital data 
using said display permit key; 

[when said user edits said decrypt^ digital data,] e^ifing said decrypted digital data using 
said edit permit key; 

[when said user stores^id decrypted djgital data,] storing said decrypted digital data using 
said storage permit key; 

[when said u^r copies said decrypted digital data,] copying said decrypted digital data 
using said copypermit key; and 

[whwi said user transfers said decrypted digital data,] transferring said decrypted digital 
data utfing said transfer permit key. 




97 . (Amended) Ttfe method; 



claim 95, further comprising the step of supplying [said] 
a copyright control urogram from said iatabas^ to control said steps of decrypting, displaying, 
editing, storing, copying, and transferrfhg . 
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99. (Amended)^^hemel3iod of claim 95, [wherein said] further comprising the step 
of controlling said^feps of d^viting. displaying, editing, storing, copying, and transferring with 



a copyrigjrtcontrol programjjyl^ 
rmation of said digital da 



c^usesat 



least one of a copyright control message and copyright 



105. (Amended) The method of claim 99, further comprising the steps of: 
in said editing V)f said digital data/ adding edit history information to said copyright 
information [when said qjgital data is iaited] ; 

in said copying ofisaid digital pita, addmg copy history information to said copyright 
information [when said digjfal data is co^iejij; and 

in said transferring \of said digital data, adding transfer history information to said 
copyright information [whenisaid digital data is transferred]. 



111. (Twice Amended) A method for controlling copyrights of digitaM£ta comprising 
the steps of: 

supplying encrypted digital data from a database tp^user; 

in response to a request by said usev to^k^^mtvol center , supplying at least one 
utilization permit key including a crypt^ey [fop^M digital datp] from [a] the key control center 
to said user, said utilization^miit key [comprising] bemg at least one of a display permit key, 
an edit permit key^^a^orage permit key, a copy^5ermit key, and a transfer permit key; [and under 
managemepTof a copyright control program,] 
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decrypting said encrypted digital data into decrypted digital data[, and perfopmng at least 
one of the steps of:] using the crvpt key; 

[when said user displays said decrypted digital data,] displayjpjf said decrypted digital data 
ng said display permit key; 

[when said user edits said decrypted digital dafc^f editing said decrypted digital data using 
said edit permit key; 

[when said user stores said decrygj^d digital data,] encrypting said decrypted digital data 
using the crvpt key and storing sai^ncrypted digital datAu$ki|f said storage permit key; 

[when said user copies'said decrypted digitaJ'cfata,] encrypting said decrypted digital data 
using the crvpt key an^copying said encrypted digital data using said copy permit key; and 

[when saja user transfers said decrypted digital data,] encrypting said decrypted digital 
using the cryjtt key data and transferring said encrypted digital data using said transfer permit key. 



113. (Amended^ 111, further comprising the step of supplying 
[said] a copyrigh^e6ntrol program frcm said^database to control said steps of decrypting, 
displaying. >^€diting, encrypting and^&oring. encrypting and copying, and encrypting and 
tmisi^rring. 




115. (Amended) Jptfe method^f^laim 111, [wherein said] further comprising the step 

ling'fe^itii 



of controlling said steps ot decrypting, display ing^editing, encrypting and storing, encrypting and 
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transferrinjpwith a copyright control progra m, which uses at least 



one of a copyright control messj 




p and copyright information of said digital data. 




121. (Amended) The method ofp&im 115, farther comprising the steps of: 
in said editing of said digitafaata, adding edit history information to said copyright 
information [when said digkafaata is edited]; 

in said copvingfof said digital j&Taj adding j#$y history information to said copyright 
information [when said digital data is copie 

in/said transferring of said digital data, adding transfer history information to said 
copyright information [when said digital data is transferred]. 





127. (Twice Amended) A method for controlling copyrights of digital data comprising the 
steps of: 

supplying encrypted digital d^a from a database to a user; 

in response to a request/uy sa}d user tePa key controHfenter , supplying a crypt key from 
a key control center to said user; 

decrypting said encrypted digital dat^ifito decrypted digital data using said crypt key; [and 
• performing at least one ofjm steps of:] 
displaying said decrypted digital data when said user requests to display said digital data; 
editing said decrypted digital data when said user requests to edit said digital data; 
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encrypting said decrypted dat^gain to be stored when said 
digital data; 



userjcequests to store said 



encrypting said dexfryptet) data a| 
digital data; and 



lin to be 



Jied when said user requests to copy said 



encrypting said dcaj^rfk again to be transferred when said user requests to transfer 
said digital dataj^^filrein said steps of decrypting and 
copyright ceffaol program]. 



encrypting again are managed by a 



21 



129. 

pfognm fro 



[said] a copyright4ontrol 

displavinpVeditin^. enrrypti^ 

transferring 



from, said database to control mM ^ -fjjr^^ 
stoiin^_encrvptin g and ^ ?ni rnn JJimL _j m 




131. (Amended) Ae method^f claim 127 , [wherein said] further 
of controllin g sa id step s nf d/crvp ti^ 



comprising thr ^ 

-fi^n£^ copyright control programme* uses at least 
_^^^°P^ information of said digital data. 



copying, and enrrypHn,T/ nfi 



137. (Amended) IkL^u^^^^ 

ilU2M ^^^ edit history information 

information [when said digital d/ta is edited]; 



to said copyright 
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^^addi 



in said copying of said digital data.^ aflding copy history information to said copyright 



information [when said digital data is/cop 
in said transferring of said digit 



ed]; and 

^ata, adding transfer history information to said 



copyright information [when said c igital data is transferred] 



REMARKS 

This Preliminary Amendment is responsive to the Office Action dated December 21, 1999 
in the prior application. Claims 95-142 remain pending in the present application. Claims 96, 98, 
100, 102, 106, 108, 112, 114, 116, 118, 122, 124, 128, 130, 132, 134, 138, and 140 were 
withdrawn from consideration. Claims 95, 97, 99, 101, 103-105, 107, 109-111, 113, 115, 117, 
119-121, 123, 125-127, 129, 131, 133, 135-137, 139, 141, and 142 were rejected over prior art 
in the previous Office Action. The rejections set forth in the prior Office Action are traversed as 
discussed below. 



Substitute Specification : 

The Office Action required a Substitute Specification, apparently to incorporate the 
amendments thereto submitted in the Amendment dated January 7, 1997 (in parent Application 
Serial No. 08/416,037) and in the Preliminary Amendment dated September 16, 1997 in the 
present application. However, the Applicant wishes to defer submission of the Substitute 
Specification until allowable subject matter has been identified. 



